Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 63 June 1970 Most of the illustrations are black-and-white reproductions from water-colour paintings. As a test, I showed them, with comparable photographs, to beginners in dermatology, who preferred them as illustrations of the morphological features which they were meant to depict. The book is intended for general practitioners and students, and they are certain to find it stimulating and useful. To fellow-dermatologists this text will represent an individual approach to clinical dermatology by an outstanding clinician.
'It may be just criticism of this small volume that there is no call for more, but it is inevitable and perhaps forgivable that many dermatologists with advancing years and experience have the urge to set in print their own particular conception of the subject and its peculiarities. That is the only justification for this publication . . So says the author in his preface; I think he is far too modest. These comprehensive and critical reviews emphasize the remarkably rapid development of immunological procedures, and their increasing applicability to clinical problems. 'Metabolism of immunoglobulins' by Waldman and Strober discusses isotopic and other methods of study in man and animals, and the disorders associated with hypo-and hyper-gammaglobulinemia. Vaz and Prouvost-Danon, in 'Behaviour of mouse mast cells in anaphylaxis', describe similar mast cell reactions due to firmly bound reagin-like antibody and to another antibody acting through the formation of immune complexes, and the need for bridging between two molecules 8-13 A apart on the cell surface. 'Laboratory models ofreaginic antibody' by Patterson describes in vivo studies on 'atopic' dogs with ragweed pollenosis, sensitization of monkeys with human reagin, and in vitro methods using human leukocytes, monkey lung, and human and other smooth muscle tissue.
A masterly review by Coombs and Franks of 'Immunoglobulin reactions involving two cell types' describes ingenious and revealing procedures for studying cell antigens and the antibodies with which they react, and their interaction in immunity and hypersensitivity.
Substantial advances in 'Immunochemical reactions of lipids' are reviewed by Rapport and Graf. The surprising enhancing role of auxiliary lipids, lecithin and cholesterol in serological reactions to cell wall lipids, consisting of ceramide with simple carbohydrate residues, is most prom-ising for their study. The importance of crossreacting antigens in group A streptococci and cardiac extracts in 'Autoimmunity to heart and its relation to heart disease' is reviewed by Kaplan The Second International Corneo-Plastic Conference, arranged by the late Sir Benjamin Rycroft, was a unique gathering in London of world experts in corneal and plastic surgery. The volume is a faithful record of the papers presented and of the discussions which followed. The presentation and printing are of the highest standard and the numerous illustrations are of exceptional clarity. The publishers have done full justice to the excellence of the individual contributions. The surgical treatment of ptosis and epicanthus and the problems of eyelid reconstruction are considered at length. Recent developments in the relief of obstructions of the lacrimal drainage apparatus make interesting and informative reading.
Orbital surgery with special reference to traumatic lesions and their effects on ocular muscle balance are discussed.
Two-thirds of the book is devoted to studies of the problems of keratoplasty, ranging from biological and immunological aspects of corneal transplantation to details of both established and recently developed surgical techniques. In addition, there is a section relating to the surgery of the iris and ciliary body. Several papers are devoted to keratoprosthesis and to the therapeutic use of contact lenses.
Finally there are short but interesting sectionson ophthalmic pathology and bacteriology relating particularly to the cornea and adjacent structures. Although this is a specialist book, it will be of interest and value to every practising ophthalmologist.
DEREK AINSLIE
General Pathology edited by Lord Florey 4th ed pp xv+1259 illustrated 160s London: Lloyd-Luke 1970 Few classics of medical literature are still in use as current textbooks, but this is one. Much of its attractiveness and success is due to the way in which a text written by experts in their field presents the overall cohesive pattern of a single author. The way this apparent impossibility has been achieved can be seen by examining the list of contributors, who apart from Florey himself
